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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
To find both short and long-term solutions that involve the Maasai communities in 
conservation efforts to protect their heritage and their futures. 
 

A NOTE FROM ANNE 

 
Dear friends and AKTF supporters, 
 
With huge thanks to all of you who have supported our work with the community and 
the wildlife in Kenya’s Maasai Mara.  We achieved a tremendous amount with your help.   
 
Please find our Q2 Report below. 
 
 
 

 
 
Anne Kent Taylor 

 
 
 

  



 

 

3 

 

CONTENTS 

 
 
 

 

ANTI-POACHING PROJECT 4 

THE AKTF PATROL TEAM 4 

HUMAN-WILDLIFE CONFLICT MITIGATION 4 

LION HUNTS AVERTED 5 

HABITAT PROTECTION 6 

FORTIFIED BOMA PROJECT 10 

THE AKTF BOMA TEAM 11 

EDUCATION PROJECT 13 

WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT 18 

MENSTRUAL HYGIENE MANAGEMENT 18 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 20 

 
  



 

 

4 

 

ANTI-POACHING PROJECT         
 
Wild animals in the Maasai Mara, and throughout Africa, are killed illegally for their 
tusks, horns, and meat, or because they are seen as threats to people, crops, and 
livestock. The Anne K. Taylor Fund’s Anti-Poaching Team tracks poachers, removes 
their wire snares, and rescues animals found alive in those snares. 
 
 Our Team spends approximately 250 days in the field each year protecting lions, 
elephants, rhinos, zebras, cheetahs, leopards, giraffes, and all the other species that 
call the Mara home. Since 2008, we have removed 7,106 snares, rescued many 
hundreds of animals, and arrested hundreds of poachers with the help of local law 
enforcement authorities who accompany our Team. 
 

The AKTF Patrol Team 
 

     
Elias Kamande, 

Team Leader 
Saruni “Sirere” 

Kitono 
 

Nenguju “Kelonga” 
Oleluka 

 

Lelimpa “Saitoti” 
Ng’oswa 

 

Oloito Kinanda 
 

Our Team patrols with Mara Conservancy, Kenya Wildlife Service, Mara Elephant 
Project, WWF and Kenya Forestry Service.  
 

HUMAN-WILDLIFE CONFLICT MITIGATION      
 
This Quarter, our Anti-Poaching Team focused heavily on mitigating human-wildlife 
conflict happening outside the boundaries of the Mara’s protected areas.  
 
Conflict often arises when Maasai herds are illegally taken into the Mara Triangle, 
where they fall prey to animals like lions, leopards, or hyenas. However, those wild 
predators also frequently leave the Park’s boundaries and seek out prey in the 
community areas. When herders lose valuable livestock to predators, they often try 
to retaliate against the predators that they hold responsible, which usually results in 
that predator’s death. 
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The AKTF Team and Mara Conservancy Rangers fan out into the Mara Triangle to search for poachers’ 
snares and animals to rescue.  

This Quarter, we saw a lot of predation in the community areas, thus necessitating 
attention from our Team to talk to upset livestock owners and de-escalate their 
desire to kill lions, leopards, and hyenas. In one case, the Team stayed with a herd of 
cows through a whole day and night in order to protect it from nearby lions that 
were ready to attack. That is the level of commitment our Team has to keeping 
peace between humans and wildlife. 
 
Though Maasai herders experienced elevated levels of predation in the community 
areas this Quarter, our Team was successful in mitigating the conflict before it 
resulted in the death of predators, thanks to the deep respect and credibility our 
Team has cultivated in the community over the years. 

Lion Hunts Averted 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2nd 

QUARTER  

TOTAL 

Cows 
Killed 

 

Sheep & Goats 
Killed 

Successful 
Retaliation Hunts 

4 42 0 
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Death of a gentle bull elephant 
 
Humans experience conflict with herbivores as well. Elephants, whose habitat has 
been largely destroyed as the Nyakweri Forest and other woodland patches have 
been cut down, are prone to seek out farmers’ fields in order to get the nutrition 
they need to survive. Farmers, then, do what they can to keep elephants away—but 
often this devolves to people spearing elephants with poisoned implements. 
 
Elephants are also targeted for their valuable ivory tusks. This Quarter, we lost a 
well-known, iconic bull elephant to unknown circumstances. He was one of the most 
photographed elephants in the Mara Triangle due to his massive tusks, and he was a 
frequent visitor to our Team’s camp at the Oloololo Gate. In fact, he was named 
‘Kamande’ after AKTF’s very own Elias Kamande, whose tent was frequently visited 
by this bull. In one interesting visit, the bull even got tangled in the tent’s cords one 
night and, in his attempt to escape, ended up bringing the tent down on top of Elias. 
(Fortunately, Elias was unharmed in the event.) After his recent death, the 
authorities recovered both of his tusks so that they did not fall to the black market 
and perpetuate that awful trade.  His cause of death was thought to be due to a fight 
with two other bulls. Investigations continue. 
 

HABITAT PROTECTION         
 
The main threat to wildlife that our Anti-Poaching Team focused on this Quarter 
was habitat loss in the Nyakweri Forest. Not only does the Nyakweri provide 
necessary food sources and shelter for animals, but it is also a critical piece of the 
water cycle in the region, and its disappearance could mean a drastic and 
detrimental shift in the amount of rain the Mara sees. In other words, when the trees 
disappear, the region will dry up—for wildlife and humans alike. 
 
The Nyakweri Forest continues to disappear at alarming rates as people illegally cut 
it down for charcoal and timber. This Quarter, our Team’s main focus was patrolling 
the Forest and facilitating the Mara Conservancy, Kenya Wildlife Service, and Kenya 
Forestry Service in their efforts to arrest poachers, destroy illegal charcoal kilns and 
disrupt logging operations. 
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Just one of the massive piles of illegally harvested timber (above). Notice the clearing and destruction 
(below) around one of the many illegal charcoal kilns destroyed by ATKF in conjunction with the 

authorities.  
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This Quarter we, along with the authorities, destroyed 81 illegal charcoal kilns. By 
disrupting these operations, our Team is also directly protecting wild animals, 
because illegal loggers rely heavily on bushmeat for their sustenance while in the 
forest. That is, fewer loggers will mean fewer animals are killed for food inside the 
Nyakweri. 
 
In an additional effort to protect habitat, establish new plant growth, and inspire 
conservation interests in the Mara’s youth, the AKTF Team partnered with the 
Green Made Organization, led by David Oseko, who donated many indigenous tree 
seedlings. WWF also donated 300 hundred seedlings which we planted at 
Oloolmongi Primary School. These seedlings are well protected behind a strong 
fence to prevent them being eaten by cattle, sheep and goats which is what 
happened the last time we planted over 1000 seedlings! Teachers, parents, students 
and Mara Conservancy Rangers participated. We were delighted to actually be able 
to replenish a small piece of the landscape with native species like Teak, Olive, 
Greenheart, and Acacia. Hopefully this is just the beginning of what we are able to 
replant! 
 

 
 

Students, teachers, parents, MC Rangers, and of course the AKTF Team prepare to plant native trees. 
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Anti-Poaching Team Leader Elias helps a young student plant his seedling (top). Elias, David Oseko, and 
several students take a break from planting; notice how many new holes for trees are in the background 

(bottom)! 
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Members of the Oloolmongi Primary School Administration got their hands dirty planting trees as well 
(top). Anne also helped out, in the beautiful beadwork presented to her by the school (below). 
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FORTIFIED BOMA PROJECT         
 
We are proud to equip the people of Maasai Mara with tools to mitigate conflict with 
animals, like our predator-resistant livestock enclosures made from chain link 
fencing and sturdy metal corners. These bomas keep herds safe at night from lions, 
hyenas, and leopards, thus reducing the impetus for herders to go out and kill 
predators. We build these bomas in partnership with the local Maasai landowners, 
and with the generous support of Angama Foundation, Maasai Mara Wildlife 
Conservancies Association (Pardamat Conservation Area/USAID), Eden Wildlife 
Trust, and National Geographic, plus many other private donors. By repelling wild 
predators, our fences reduce livestock losses at bomas by 99%. Since 2008, we have 
built 794 bomas, each of which protects an average of 223 animals. 
 
This Quarter, our Boma Team focused on repairing fences that had been damaged 
by heavy rains. In some cases, torrential rains washed away dirt and rock from the 
foundations of our bomas; in others, hippo and elephants broke into the boma for 
reasons we will never know! In still other cases, cattle rustlers cut holes in fences in 
order to steal livestock, and leopards were able to follow shortly thereafter. 

The AKTF Boma Team 
 

   
Felix Munyao, Team 

Leader 
Alfred Ngisa, 

 Foreman 
 

Erick Osoro, 
Construction Specialist 

 

  
 Samuel Kitur, 

Construction Assistant 
Matthew Musembi,   

Lead Fabricator 
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Service Provided Number of Bomas Number of Livestock Protected 

Bomas refurbished 15 3,345 
 

 

 

 
 

(Both pictures) Heavy rains cause the ground to shift under some of our bomas, and we spent the 
Quarter making corners sturdy again and re-tightening wire where necessary. 
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EDUCATION PROJECT          
 
AKTF is proud to support local schools in the Maasai Mara as they equip young 
people to meet the challenges posed by a modernizing world. In addition to funding 
and constructing school-building projects, we also provide textbooks, desks, lunches 
and sports equipment to students, facilitate field trips, sponsor artistic and creative 
activities, and provide clean water, healthy lunches, and hygiene training.  
 
After the Kenyan Government recently introduced the new standardized 
curriculum, many schools have had a serious shortage of educational materials. So 
this quarter, with help from many private donors, AKTF supplied textbooks and 
exercise books to Oloolmongi Primary School, Oliashire Primary School, and Nailepu 
Junior Academy and to the children of the AKTF Team and of the Mara Conservancy 
rangers who patrol with us.  We are proud to promote better learning by providing 
the necessary educational materials to our school partners in the Mara. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 

Students at Oliashire and Oloolmongi schools display the textbooks they have just received. 
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Above, Oliashire students smile behind AKTF-made desks. 
 
At Oloolmongi we are excited to report that the new administrative building we 
began constructing last Quarter is now complete. Until now, teachers often had to 
work from the porches right outside their classrooms, where strong winds, cold, and 
dust often hampered them. 

 
 

Above, the beautiful and practical new administrative building at Oloolmongi Primary School! 
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At the ribbon cutting ceremony for the new school, Anne was honored to 
receive gifts of intricate and symbolic beadwork from the parents of 
Oloolmongi students. More than just adornments, the pieces carry 
significant meaning to the Maasai. The beaded belt goes to those who 
sacrifice to help others—and it holds your hungry tummy in (which is not 
a problem I have!) The headpiece means that you are home where you 
belong, and are typically only worn by warriors. Along with several other 
beautiful pieces, this gift of meaningful jewelry was truly an honor for 
Anne to receive. (See the picture on page 10 for another angle!) 
 

 
  

 
 

Anne cuts the ribbon at the Oloolmongi Administrative Building, adorned in the gifts of the Maasai 
(above). Anne, school Administration, teachers, parents, and safari guests pose in front of the school 

(below).  



 

 

16 

 

For the past three years, AKTF has proudly sponsored the Oloolmongi Choir and 
facilitated transportation and other logistics as they have performed in the 
nationwide singing competition. This year, the students made it all the way through 
the County level with a choral verse titled “Enkisoma Ake Dukaya” (“Education is 
Our Priority”), boldly saying ‘NO’ to early marriage and female genital mutilation. 

 

 
 

Above, the Oloolmongi Choir performs their choral verse. 

 
We built a new rainwater harvesting system at Oliashire Primary School complete 
with hand-washing stations, and we installed new latrines with hand-washing 
stations at Nailepu Junior Academy to complement the water collection tanks we 
put there last Quarter. Pupils at both schools are now benefitting from better 
sanitation: safer water to drink, to wash their hands with, and to cook their food. We 
are also seeing attendance increasing due to decreased instances of illness, and we 
hope to continue slowing the spread of disease in this way between the Mara’s 
school children.  
 
Oliashire is a Government school, and they are yet to complete or repair the 
buildings as you can see from photo below. We completed the inside of the 
classrooms with glass windows, steel doors, concrete floors and blackboards – along 
with desks, text books etc.  We are mainly assisting in order that the children have 
access to the materials they need to study and be healthy. In partnership with AK 
Philanthropy and Life Straw Filters we will be installing water filters to give these 
children access to clean water when the water in the tank is not sufficient.  
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Students at Oliashire smile as they wash their hands in the clean water of their new rainwater 
harvesting system. 

 

 
 

Students at Nailepu Junior Academy wait in line to wash their hands in clean water. We recently 
completed building the latrines you see in this photo. 
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WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT        
 

Menstrual Hygiene Management 
 
School-age girls in Maasai Mara have historically been limited by taboos 
surrounding their menstrual cycles. During their periods each month, girls have to 
stay home from school due to the unavailability of feminine hygiene products or any 
kind of education on how to manage their bleeding, thereby falling further and 
further behind their male peers. This results in poorer grades and fewer future 
financial and career options. This initiative is critical, and very popular. 
 
We are proud to continue partnering with the Esidai Women’s Group, who 
manufacture the pads, to provide young (and older!) women with menstrual 
hygiene management training as well as reusable (that is, washable) sanitary towels 
with which to safely manage their menstrual cycle.  
 
This Quarter, we celebrated the global Menstrual Hygiene Day on May 28th. This day 
is set aside every year to highlight the importance of good menstrual hygiene and 
the opportunities it can bring. At Oloolmongi, all of the teachers, girls, and AKTF 
Team gathered to mark the occasion. The AKTF Team has been instrumental in 
breaking taboos in the Mara around women’s health, and this celebration was a 
fantastic example of the decreasing level of shame around these sensitive topics, 
especially among women and girls in the Maasai community. 
 

 
 

Young women at Oloolmongi Primary School celebrate Global Menstrual Hygiene Day with banners that 
proclaim the theme #NoMoreLimits. 
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The global theme this year was #NoMoreLimits. It’s an inspiring message for young 
Maasai women, and we are excited to continue supporting them to break the silence 
surrounding their bodies and to demystify the associated taboos in their 
community. 
 

 
 

Female Oloolmongi students proudly display their #NoMoreLimits posters. 
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The work we do would not be possible without the incredible support of our major 
sponsors and partners, such as the Government sponsored Ushanga Kenya 
Initiative, which empowers pastoral women through their beadwork; National 
Geographic, Maasai Mara Wildlife Conservancies Association (through USAID), Mara 
Angama Foundation, Eden Wildlife Trust that continue to fund our Fortified Boma 
Project along with our Maasai partners.  We also owe thanks to those many other 
institutions, individuals and families, who continuously support the Anti-Poaching 
and Education projects. These incredible and thoughtful supporters continue to 
make donations throughout the year, and year after year, and we will list them all 
and thank you all together in our year-end report.  
 
Thanks also go to the Governor of Narok for his positive action in protecting the 
Nyakweri Forest; to the Ushanga Initiative National Government partners and those 
spearheading it, Permanent Secretary Fatima Mohammed Hersi; Chairlady, Hellen 
Nkaiserry, Dorothy Mwashipei, Deputy President’s office, who is spearheading the 
Kenya Governments National agenda and who first sought me out; the Narok County 
Government for carrying this initiative forward in our County.  
 
Special thanks also go to Brian Heath, CEO, and the Rangers of the Mara 
Conservancy ,KWS and WWF in the Nyakweri Forest; Governors and Little 
Governors Camps for help with our patrol vehicles; Sanctuary Olonana; Kichwa 
Tembo; Bernie Githigi and the vehicle workshop at Abercrombie and Kent for 
administrative support and more vehicle maintenance assistance, respectively; 
Stuart Allison, an AKTF Director, and Matthew for manufacturing boma materials 
and desks; and of course the Maasai communities for partnering with us.  
 
Particular thanks go to all the camps and drivers who helped us transport the 400+ 
Maasai women who attended the Ushanga get-together. This would have been very 
difficult to achieve without your support and partnership in such an important 
community project. 
 
We would also like to express our gratitude to the AKTF Team members on the 
ground, and the rangers who work with them in the field, who often work around 
the clock for weeks at a time to help AKTF carry out its mission to protect the 
natural and cultural heritage in the Maasai Mara.  
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